


What is the Association of 
Charity Lotteries in the 

EU?

• International non-profit association
• Members in the Netherlands, United 

Kingdom, Sweden, Ireland
• Established in 2008 
• Represents the interests of charity lotteries 

and their beneficiaries
• Promotes the model of a charity lottery 



What is a charity lottery?

• Fundraising for (national) civil society is primary 
aim

• Charity lotteries donate a substantial part of their 
income to beneficiaries; no private profits are 
made

• Funds are allocated and distributed by an 
independent body, without political interference

• Charity lotteries operate under national 
legislation with a licence from the government 



Beneficiaries

• Wide range of non governmental 
organisations - from Amnesty 
International, WWF, Unicef to smaller, 
local organisations

• ACLEU members support 207 
organisations with over 400 million Euro 
each year 



More than 10 billion Euro could be 
raised every year to support the 
irreplaceable work done by non 
governmental organisations in the 
European Union if all 27 Member States 
allowed national charity lotteries.



Current challenges

• Discrimination of charity lotteries in the EU 
member states:

– States tend to protect National Lotteries as national 
monopolies;

– Domestic legislation tends to prevent charity lotteries 
from “competing” with National Lotteries;

– Degree of discrimination is very variable across EU;

A level playing field is required!



Uncertain legal framework

• Infringements
• Other legal proceedings 



Liberalisation: 
yes or no?

Yes, on the condition that:

• Liberalisation takes place in all EU Member 
States at the same time;

• Charity lotteries are not discriminated with 
regard to other (state-) lotteries, i.e. a level 
playing field is ensured;

• A special status for the category ‘charity 
lotteries’ is created in future EU legislation to 
protect the income of the benefiting NGO’s.


